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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, April 14th, the WFRC club convened 
the seventh indoor monthly meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School. This is the last indoor meeting until 
October. Attendees numbered 4 club officers and 5 
members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:12 
PM by club president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the March meeting were 
approved as published in the April newsletter with no 
additions or corrections. 
 There was no treasurer's report available.
 Joel Dirnberger submitted the required report to 
The AMA detailing the accomplishments and costs of 
the runway project that we completed last summer.
 A motion was made to have the treasurer issue the 
second payment to club member Wayne Vandenboom 
for the loan he made to the club last Spring to give the 
club front money to pursue the runway project. 
 The summer calendar was reviewed to establish 
some target date for club activities. The consensus for 
the monthly activity was; float fly at Lake Orono on 
May 16th, picnic fly at the club field June 27th, fun fly 
at the club field on July 18th, picnic fly at the club field 
on August 22nd, and float fly on Lake Orono on 
September 19th. All these events would need some 
volunteers to put them on and the float flies in 
particular need someone with a retrieval boat.
 In conjunction with the five activities which 
traditionally have food supplied and prepared (i.e., 
grilled) we need to acquire another grill. Last year, 
Mark Shobie got an expendable charcoal grill that was 

adequate for the season and managed to stay at the 
field all summer unmolested. A discussion was started 
whether to do this again or slightly upgrade to a 
portable tabletop propane grill which would need to 
have caretakers instead of “storing” at the field. Leo 
Davids found a couple of suitable models selling for 
$60-$70 at Menards or Walmart. Treasurer Bill 
Nybakken was charged with checking availability at a 
store near him and purchasing whichever looked to be 
a better fit to our use at the summer events.
 Discussed the field cleanup scheduled for the 
coming Saturday, (April 18th). The tasks numbered 
about 10 and were not too labor intensive or time 
consuming. So the balance of that day at the field 
could be used to have a club provided lunch and to fly. 
Leo and Curt Smallwood had taken care of rolling the 
field on the 13th, so that would not be a task that was 
required during the cleanup.
 The business meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM

Upcoming Events
Monticello Senior Hobby Day - The Senior 
Center in Monticello is hosting the Monticello 
Pinewood Elementary School classes for hobby 
presentations on Friday, May 15th. The Wright Flyers 
have an exhibit and dispense some hobby related items 
to the students that visit this event. The day begins at 9 
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AM and is done by about 3 PM. The senior center 
provides a lunch to the hobby presenters. We have a 
few hands-on demos for the students as well as static 
display of some of the models we fly. One of the 
things the students like is being able to select an RC 
magazine from among old issues we collect from club 
members. We generally staff the exhibit with 2-3 
members. If interested in working part or all of the 
day give Leo Davids a call.

Spring Swap Meets - The weekend of May 
16-17th is the opening of the swap meet season. On 
Saturday, the 16th, Hobby Warehouse in Richfield 
holds theirs starting at 8 AM in the store parking lot. 
On the next day, Big Sky Hobby in Eagan holds theirs 
in their parking lot starting at 8 AM. Both are very well 
attended and the place to go to get or get rid of your 
RC gear. You need to come early as the goods go 
quickly.

WFRC Club Float Fly - The Spring float fly is 
being held on Saturday, May 16th, starting at 10 AM 
(same date as TCRC Float Fly in Bloomington). The 
site is the public beach on Lake Orono in Elk River. 
The club supplies a retrieval boat and serves lunch. 
The event is open to spectators and flying for those 
with AMA membership. Rain/windy weather date is 
Sunday, May 17th. 

TCRC Electric Fun Fly - The Twin Cities RC 
Club is hosting an electric fun fly open to all AMA 
members on Saturday, June 20th, at their field in 
Jordan. Check www.tcrconline.com for details.

MARCEE Electric Fly-In - The annual event is 
scheduled for June 19th-21st at the 3M Club's field in 
Cottage Grove. The gate is typically open after 4 PM 
on the 19th until dark and 9 AM until dark on the 
20th. Food concessions are available on the 20th and 
there are numerous door prize drawings for registered 
pilots who must be present to win. There is a 
registration charge and AMA is required to fly.

Montissippi Field Cleanup Day Report
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
  On Saturday, April 16th, it was cool, sunny and only 
somewhat windy as a group of nine dedicated club 
members convened to spruce up the field for the 
flying season. The most notable of these was Drew 
Holmquist with the “tools” and groceries to cook 
lunch for the crew.

 As for the working tools, there were enough hand 
and power tools to get the fix-up tasks accomplished. 
We replaced the tattered wind sock and added a few 
feet to the mast to see if we could get a better read on 
the southerly breezes. 
 Down on the ground there was a little landscaping 
to be done which included dragging a boulder out of 
the way of the east side parking slots. The runway mat 
was swept and blown clean as well.
 The worst of the pit tables was resurfaced by 
flipping over its plywood top and sealing the wood 
with protector. Also, the torn netting on a section of 
the west pilot station barrier was replaced.
 The portable toilet had arrived the previous week 
and was secured to the ground stakes with lag screws 
in addition to the rebar “staples” the toilet vendor 
provides.
 Far from the west end of the runway in the tall 
grass, some of the encroaching brush reaching 
skyward was trimmed to allow slightly lower landing 
approaches from the west.
 We have an infestation of pocket gophers beginning 
to push up mounds on the northeast corner of the 
field near the tree line. The active mounds were 
unearthed and poison dropped into the underground 
runs by our resident naturalist John Kossieck.
 A cable gate was installed at the post line near the 
southwest corner of the field to limit access by 
vehicles (over 5 ft wide) out onto the grass and 
runway. The cable is padlocked to a post and currently 
the keys are in the possession of  Leo Davids.

 By 11:30 AM, the work was done and lunch was 
served. The wind picked up but a few brave members 
got some flights in during the early afternoon. No one 
seemed to have been overworked but some looked 
overfed. The roughly 25% participation from the 

Aerial view of  the field 
after cleanup
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membership was enough for the work to be easily 
accomplished but more would have prevented some of 
the overfeeding that occurred.

Continuing Adventures of Dave 
Hagstrom
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Dave joined our club late-season last year and 
started flying in the Fall and all through the Winter 
with the Horizon Delta Rey and a computer simulator 
successfully becoming a self taught RC pilot. At the 
TCRC auction in February he picked up a vintage Carl 
Goldberg Eagle 63 ready to fly which was the iconic 
glow powered trainer back in the day. It did require a 
bunch of  work to update the old equipment in it.
 Meanwhile, Dave picked up the Horizon GlasAir 
which has the SAFE Technology like his Delta Rey 
does and the Horizon Sukhoi SU 26. He was able to 
get these two flying with a little help from club 
members. But the Goldberg Eagle was so different to 
him that Dave sought out a lot of ground school 
tutoring but still wasn't building enough confidence to 
attempt to fly it. 
 So Dave dragged Leo Davids (kicking and 
screaming) back into the glow powered world that Leo 
had abandoned many years ago to check out his 
Goldberg Eagle. On a windy day on the 1st of May, 
after a little trimming and programming on Dave's 
Spektrum “talking” radio, Leo got a couple of 
successful flights on the Eagle. Dave was happy to see 
the Eagle fly but still reluctant to try it that day in the 
tough crosswind conditions. 
 So in the end, Dave has had a good experience in 
the world of glow power while Leo has reaffirmed that 
he doesn't miss glow powered flying in the least.
 Ed. Note: This article was prompted by Dave Hagstrom 
wanting to show appreciation for the help and education he is 
getting from the members in our club.

Club Membership Update 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 To date we have 32 dues paying members for this 
year. There are 8 members who have yet to renew their 
membership and have given no indication of what 
they intend to do. 
 Of the 32 paid members, three have become new 
members  since the field cleanup on April 16th. Two 
are a father/son team of Jamie and Sam Gilsrud of St. 
Michael and the third is current member Dave 

Hagstrom's grandson, Clinton Erickson.

Fly the Cuban-8
by Model Airplane News, Mar 17, 2015
 This precision aerobatic maneuver looks like a 
figure-S lying on its side. It consists of a 3/4 loop with 
a 1/2, roll as the plane flies inverted downward at a 45 
degree angle, followed by another ¾ loop and another 
1/2 roll during the second descending angle. It is 
especially impressive when performed close to the 
ground.
STEPS TO SUCCESS
Step 1. Start the maneuver by flying at full power, 
straight and level, with the wind or downwind. Apply 
up-elevator as if  you’re going to do a loop.
Step 2. Continue the loop until the plane is inverted 
and heading downward at a 45 degree angle. As the 
plane goes over the top of the loop, release elevator 
and reduce power; if you don’t, it will pull the plane 
off to one side during the roll. Be sure to keep the 
wings level during the loop.
Step 3. Apply aileron and roll upright. After doing the 
roll, let the plane continue downward until it is at the 
same altitude as when you started the maneuver.
Step 4. Add throttle and up-elevator to start the 
second half of the maneuver and perform another 
loop and 1/2, roll and finish the maneuver in the same 
way as you did the first half.
Step 5. When you exit, you should be flying in the 
same direction and at the same altitude as when you 
started.

PRO TIPS
• As you become more proficient, make the loops 

larger and pause for a second before the roll. Try to 
place each roll at the same altitude so the maneuver 
looks symmetrical.

• Try a reverse Cuban-S and do the roll first. Start at 
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a safe altitude, and apply up-elevator to make the 
plane climb at a 45-degree angle. Roll to inverted, 
decrease throttle to idle and pull up-elevator until 
the plane completes the first part of the loop. 
Recover, then increase power and do the other half 
of  the maneuver in the same way you did the first.

Windy day? Expert landing advice
by Dave Scott, Model Airplane News, Feb 02, 2015
 A common landing mistake is pointing the fuselage 
toward the runway during the approach in a 
crosswind. Note that while an airplane will crab into a 
cross-wind, it will continue to fly in a straight line as 
long as the wings are level. Therefore, rather than 
pointing the fuselage where you want the plane to go, 
you must track where the airplane as a whole is 
traveling, irrespective of the fuselage, when in a 
crosswind. People debate every year about how to use 
the controls to correct for crosswind drift during 

landing. Yet, if they knew to guide the airplane as a 
whole (versus pointing it), they wouldn’t have to 
correct for wind drift in the first place (and would 
have more time to improve in other areas!). So, rather 
than trying to guess-timate the plane’s track over the 
ground, project where the airplane as a whole is 
traveling (relative to yourself), and you’ll be able to 
recognize deviations during the approach before they 
become otherwise obvious. The tiny corrections 
needed to perfect the centerline when it comes into 
view will then be negligible.  

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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